PLANTING SPECIFICATION NOTES

PRELIMS

Programme

All soft landscape Implementation warks 1o be carried out prior 1o
substantial completion of the development construction wark (or the
relevant phase/portion  of the development), or as saon as
weather/seasonal conditions permit thereafter.

Quality control

All soft landscape works shall be carried out by trained and competent
operatives under appropriate supervision, Materials and plant stock
supplies may be subject to approval by client representative.
Workmanship will be subject to inspection and approval,

SITE PREPARATION

Site Clearance
Site clearance within areas of retained trees or shrubs will be kept to an
absolute minimum and will be restricted to the use of hand tools only in

design, demolition and construction - Recommendations. Other areas
to be cultivated for planting are to be cleared of all existing plant growth
as well as builders rubbish and any other waste material, Chemical
weed conirol is restricted to use of a biodegradable translocated
systemic herbicide applied in accordance with the COSHH regulations
2002 and the product's COSHH sheet applied by suitably trained staff

Imported topsoil

Any imported lopsoil shall be tested In accordance with the
requirements of BS3I882 for '‘General Amenity Grade' prior to delivery to
site. Any amelioration requirements shall be carried out as delailed.

Graund preparation/cultivation
The preparation and final cultivation of ground ready for planting shall
not take place until all adjacen! building work has been completed to

non-mechanical tools and without disturbance to roots larger than
25mm in diameter. Planting areas will be cultivated and levelled to
achieve graded smooth flawing contours of even fine tith. Cullivated
depths will be a minimum of 450mm. The full depth of cultivated soil
shall be topsoll. Stones and debris larger than 50mm will be removed.
Where necessary adequate lopsoil depths will be achieved through
subsoil excavation and additional topsoil build up as appropriate. If any
subsoil excavation is required, the final subsoil surface shall be broken
up and loosened to provide a free draining substrata prior to the
placement of the topsoil.  Any areas badly affected by construction
works (compaction, contamination etc.) shall have the area of affected
topsoil excavated to the full depth and replaced with fresh topsail. Far
compacted areas the subsail shall also be broken up and loosened
across the area affecled to provide a free draining substrata prior o the
placement of the topsoil. Topsoil shall be spread in 150mm layers and
gently firmed to avoid uneven settlement.

Edges
Following firming and planting, the finished ground levels for planting
areas shall grade down to 70-80mm below the surreunding paved and
Qrass areas so as to produce a neat edge and allow for a basic depth
of bark mulch

PLANTING

Weed control
If there is a delay between ground preparations and planting, soil areas

produce a fine lilth before planting, Chemical weed control to assist in
this process will be restricted to that stated above,

Plants and plant handii

Planling generally
A suitable compost will be incorporated at a rate of 50 lirs'/m2 into
cultivaled ground. Plants 1o be evenly spaced throughout aliotted

significant tree roots and if necessary planting locations will be adjusted
accordingly. Each plant will be tharoughly watered before and after
planting, on the day of planting. All bare root planting to be carried out
only during the winter planting season between mid-November and the
end of February. All container grown lree planting 1o be caried out in
September.

Specimen Tree Planting

Tree planting will be in accordance with BS8545:2014 Trees: from
nursery to independence in the landscape - Recommendations, Tree
pits will be excavated SQuares lo a width and depth required to
accommodate the entire root system without pruning or bending. In the
case of container grown or root balled trees the Planting pit will be at
least 15cm wider in dimensions than the root-ball, The sides and

thoroughly prior 1o planting. The back fill material will be topsoil with a
suitable tree fertiiser added in accordance with manufacturer's
recommendations. Tree support will be of a design suitable for the size
of tree and particular root stock as follows: single stake for bare-root
Irees within the standard size categories; double stake and belt ties for
bare root trees within the extra heavy standard size categories and
smaller trees if container grown or root ball stock; triple stake and belt

Muich

On completion of planting operations all planting areas are to be spread
with well-composted ornamental grade (15-65mm) bark mulch to an
even thickness of 100mm.

Rabbit protection
All hedge plants will be protected with 600mm high photodegradabie
plastic netting guards designed to split as the stem of the growing
tree/shrub expands. All to be installed and secured in accordance with
manufacturers instructions,

MAINTENANCE

Replacement planting

For the first five years following planting, at the end of each growing
season, any failed, failing or missing plants or failedffailing grass areas
will be removed and replaced with new in accordance with the original
specification

Weeding
During maintenance visis there Will be checks for and removal of any

Watering
For the establishment period (first 2-3 years) all planting will be watered
as and when necessary during dry weather to promote healthy growth
and prevent plant failure. Weekly watering rates should be no less than
20 litres per tree: 5 litres per shrub; and 5§ fitres per linear metre of
hedging during April to September unless ample rainfall renders this
unnecessary. These rates should be increased during any long dry
spells.

Mulch
Once a year for the establishment period (first 2-3 years), the bark
muich will be topped up 1o restore the 100mm depth covering.

Trees
Once per growing season there will be a check for and pruning back of
any damaged, diseased, and badly formed branches or branches

Hedges

At the end of each growing season during establishment hedges will be
pruned back by half the arowth of that year until the desired height and
width are achieved. Thereafter the hedges will be pruned as a when
necessary to maintain the desired form (at least once per growing
season).

Shrubs
During the establishment period (first 2-3 years) formative pruning of
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